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On the Reform and Enlightenment of German Universities
of Applied Sciences
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Shenzhen 518055, Guangdong, China)
Abstract: In recent years, with the acceleration of globalization, as two important components of the
German higher education system, the boundaries between universities of applied sciences (UAS) and
universities (UNI) have begun to blur. Pursuing typical featured development or convergence along
with UNI are the opportunities and challenges faced by German universities of applied sciences. By re-
viewing the historical evolution of the German universities of applied sciences, this paper compares
and analyzes the school-running model of the German universities of applied sciences and universities
in terms of organizational structure, education and teaching, scientific research application, and legal
status. Based on the four dimensions of vocational education (digitalization, academicization, interna-
tionalization, and marketization) analysis, the current dilemma and reform of German universities of
applied sciences are analyzed and countermeasures and suggestions for the evolution, transformation
and development of applied universities are provided.
Key words: German higher education; university of applied sciences; applied university; reform and

transformation
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